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Markets driving changeMarkets driving change

• Format transformation is old news

• Remember microfiche?

• Google Book Search

• It all about scalability and accessibility

• Mass digitization is pushing copyright into the 21st

century

• But we’re about to encounter the perfect storm
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Who will take the lead?Who will take the lead?

• Private solutions must prevail

• Cooperatively created and maintained copyright evidence 
knowledge bases

• Share what you know about the status of an item

• Make an assessment, but not the conclusion

• Librarians are the perfect solution to the perfect storm

The “Reasonable Search” beginsThe “Reasonable Search” begins

From H.R.5889  Orphan Works Act of 2008
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The task has already begun!The task has already begun!

“Collaboration is essential”“Collaboration is essential”

• Remember the card catalog?

• Duplication of effort 

• OCLC founder Fred Kilgour had the right idea

• Mobilize the library community

• Group-sourcing is the key

How would a collaborative project work? How would a collaborative project work? 

“Participants in this project will document sources 
of law and the factual information about each book, 
author and publisher, document results and publicly 
display the process and the findings so that others 
may build upon what has been learned.”

From Georgia Harper’s paper:
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The WorldCat Registry of Copyright EvidenceThe WorldCat Registry of Copyright Evidence

• A union catalog of copyright evidence

• A centralized registry enabling libraries and other 
organizations to share the results of their investigations 
into the copyright status of print and digital items. 

• Reduce costs by leveraging the power of the cooperative 
and other participating organizations.

A dynamic view of copyright statusA dynamic view of copyright status

• WorldCat bibliographic metadata

• Contributed data

• Databases from participating partners

• Data entered by librarians and others while documenting 
their “qualified searches”

• Dynamically generated view of what the community knows 

• The Master Copyright Evidence Record (MCER)

Guiding assumptionsGuiding assumptions

• Libraries are conducting copyright status investigations

• Focusing on low-hanging fruit – Pre-1923 (U.S.)

• When in doubt, wait…

• There is value in sharing copyright status information

• Distribution of effort reduces duplication/increases efficiency

• A centralized repository will:

• Facilitate sharing

• Encourage a collaborative effort to investigate difficult works

• Lead to an orphan works database

• WorldCat should be the nexus of these activities
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The WorldCat Registry of Copyright EvidenceThe WorldCat Registry of Copyright Evidence

• The RCE is not a replacement for current databases

• The RCE is does not provide conclusions regarding the 
copyright status of any work. 

• Instead, it provides information and functionality that can 
be used to assist a user or library with forming its own 
conclusions regarding the copyright status of a book.

Search for Copyright EvidenceSearch for Copyright Evidence

Add informationAdd information
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Define your copyright rules and testsDefine your copyright rules and tests

Copyright Rules Engine

• Codify your copyright 
policies

• Provides a level of 
automation based on 
your policies

• Reporting and 
“filtering”

• Completely user 
defined

Can it work?Can it work?

• Let’s find out!

• 60,457 libraries in 112 countries

• 105 million WorldCat records

• Visibility through WorldCat.org

• Planned machine-to-machine capability

A call to action!A call to action!

• July 1, 2008 pilot

• Six-month test

• Data contributions welcome

• Pilot participation welcome

• Mobilize the cooperative, interested stakeholders and the 
public to address this problem
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Thank you!Thank you!

Bill Carney

OCLC

carneyb@oclc.org


