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Suggested Reading List and Useful Websites  
Pertinent to the Core Learning Area of Critical Thinking 

 
The following is a list of resources that contain information on specific strategies for 
facilitating critical thinking among students.  While some pedagogical practices can be 
applied across various educational contexts, this resource list attempts to focus on higher 
education and college-level teaching. 
 
The list identifies literature and websites that describe how instructional technology can 
be applied to learning environments.  In addition, the list includes specific examples of 
courses and assignments that promote critical thinking.  Also provided are pertinent 
articles and websites meant to help inform any discussion related to the importance of 
critical thinking as a core academic skill.  
 
Arons, A. B. (1985). Critical thinking and the baccalaureate curriculum. Liberal 

Education, 71(2), 141-157. 
 
Anaya, G. (1999). College impact on student learning: Comparing the use of self-

reported gains, standardized test scores, and college grades. Research in Higher 
Education, 41(5), 499-526. 

 
Association of American Colleges and Universities (2004). Levels of assessment: From 

the student to the institution. Washington, DC: Association of American Colleges 
and Universities. 

 
Baker, P. J. (1981). Learning sociology and assessing critical thinking. Teaching 

Sociology, 8(3), 325-363. 
 
Baron, J. B., & Sternberg, R. J. (1987). Teaching thinking skills: Theory and practice. 

New York: W.H. Freeman and Co. 
 
Bean, J. (1996). Engaging ideas: The professor’s guide to integrating writing, critical 

thinking, and active learning in the classroom. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
 
Bloom, B. (1956). Major categories in the taxonomy of educational objectives. Retrieved 

March 22, 2006, from http://faculty.washington.edu/krumme/guides/bloom1.html
 
Brookfield, S. D. (1987). Developing critical thinkers: Challenging adults to explore 

alternative ways of thinking and acting. Milton Keynes: Open University Press. 
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Day, R., & Williams, B. (2000). Development of critical thinking through problem-based 
learning: A pilot study. Journal on Excellence in College Teaching, 11(2), 203-
226. 

 
Duffy, T.M., & Kirkley, J. R. (2004). Learner-centered theory and practice in distance 

education. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 
 
Gleichsner, J. A. (1994). Using journal articles to integrate critical thinking with 

computer and writing skills. NACTA Journal, 38(4), 34-35. 
 
Greenlaw, S., A. & DeLoach, S. B. (2003). Teaching critical thinking with electronic 

discussion. Journal of Economic Education, 34(1), 36-52. 
  
Haas, P. F., & Keeley, S. M. (1998). Coping with faculty resistance to teaching critical 

thinking. College Teaching, 46(2), 63-67. 
 
Innes, R. B. (2004). Reconstructing undergraduate education: Using learning science to 

design effective courses. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc. 
 
Kloss, R. J. (1994). A nudge is best: Helping students through the Perry scheme of 

intellectual development. Journal of College Teaching, 42(4), 151-158. 
 
Major, W. (1999). Freewriting: A means of teaching critical thinking to college 

freshmen. Retrieved March 22, 2006, from 
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/major_freewriting.htm 

 
Maker, J., & Lenier, M. (2000). College reading with the active critical thinking method, 

Book 1. NY: Wadsworth Publishing Company. 
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Paul, R. W., & Elder, L. (1999). Critical thinking handbook: Basic theory and 

instructional structures. Dillon Beach, CA: Foundation for Critical Thinking. 
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problems solving, and writing. United States Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics. 
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Nelson, C. E. (1994). Critical thinking and collaborative learning. New Directions for 
Teaching and Learning, 59, 45-58. 

 
Nosich, G. M. (2000). Learning to think things through: A guide to critical thinking 

across the curriculum. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. 
 
Siegel, H. (1988). Educating reason: Rationality, critical thinking and education. New 

York: Routledge. 
 
Slattery, P. (1990). Encouraging critical thinking: A strategy of commenting on college 

papers. College Composition and Communication, 41, 332-335. 
 
Thoma, G. A. (1993). The Perry framework and tactics for teaching critical thinking in 

economics. Journal of Economic Education, 42, 128-136. 
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Education, 40(2), 185-200. 
 
Tsui, L. (2000). Effects of campus culture on students’ critical thinking. The Review of 
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